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                         My Blog 
 
                       July - December 2008 
 

2 November 2008 - Climate Change & Our Woodland But terflies   
  
I am following up my posting last week on the 2008 butterfly season, with a posting from a slightly different but 
very relevant perspective - one with potentially far reaching consequences for the composition of our woodlands 
and their wildlife, including woodland butterflies. 
  
Basically Britain's trees are succumbing to climate change - our changing seasons with mild winters, periods of 
drought, followed by torrential rain, and the ravages of pests mean trees that have been around for decades are 
now under increasing stress. 
  
Native woods of Oak, Beech, Ash and Scots Pine from Cornwall to Scotland are most at risk from climate change. 
Beech trees in southern England are already experiencing limited dieback during recent droughts and such 
problems are likely to occur more often in future. You may have noticed that the familiar conkers produced by 
Horse Chestnut have been unusually small this year - thanks to - well actually the effects of the larvae of a leaf 
mining moth which is now thriving in our milder climate. Three new exotic pests have also recently been found in 
southern Britain. 
  
In the next decades there could be fundamental and irreversible changes in the composition of our woodlands, 
and if trees are changing than so too will the characteristics of the woodland floor especially important for some of 
our key species, including several woodland dwelling fritillaries. The longer growing season, facilitating larger leaf 
growth, could further restrict the amount of light and heat reaching the woodland floor affecting the decomposition 
of leaf litter and the profusion of flowers such as violet, primrose, cow parsley and garlic mustard, as well as wild 
honeysuckle - all important butterfly larval foodplants.  
 

         
Climate Change Could Have Profound Consequences For  Several Of Our Woodland Butterflies, Such as  

Pearl-bordered Fritillary And White Admiral  

So if some of our native trees are struggling, others which presently do not thrive here at present but are quite 
common in Southern France for instance, could become a familiar sight in 50 -100 years: walnut, sweet 
chestnut, kiwi fruits, date palm and vines for instance. Indeed, a time traveller retuning to Southern England might 
be excused for thinking they had arrived in Biarritz rather than Blighty! 

Plenty of food for thought here I think - and I don't mean walnuts and kiwi fruits - but the future for our woodland 
butterflies. 
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24 October 2008 - A Few Thoughts On The 2008 Season   

I don't think I would be in the minority to say that 2008 has proved overall a disappointing season for our native 
butterflies. After the dreadful summer of 2007, a good summer this year was really needed to provide a 
springboard for the recovery of our butterfly populations - but sadly it was not to be, with sunshine once again in 
short supply and rain plentiful. 

Whilst a few of our most common and resilient species, such as Meadow Brown and Large White, are reasonably 
well adapted to the vagaries of our climate, several of our specialist species have continued to struggle, with the 
survival of some marginal colonies now hanging by a thread. The high rainfall has meant that numbers of some 
chalk downland species which require short sward (such as Adonis Blue and Silver-spotted Skipper) have 
plummeted, with their Hampshire habitats becoming less well suited as a result of vigorous grass growth during 
the normally drier summer months. Difficult migration conditions have also seen a major downturn in migrant 
numbers such as Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow. Whilst these examples might represent extremes, it is fair to 
say that most of our butterfly species have had a poor season with numbers well down on normal. 

Surely there must be a glimmer of good news somewhere? Well, a drier interlude during early September resulted 
in a late influx of Small Tortoiseshells from the continent leading to an increase in the number of reported 
sightings from our region compared to last year. It is hoped that many of these individuals have now found 
sheltered hibernation locations to survive the winter, thus sowing the seeds for a revival in the fortunes of this 
once familiar species. Much earlier in the season, one or two spring species had tolerably decent flight periods, 
including Duke of Burgundy and Pearl-bordered Fritillary. If you recall these species were not really affected by 
the poor summer of 2007, having largely completed their flight periods before the weather turned sour. Yet oddly, 
other spring species fared poorly this year including the Orange Tip, which had an unusually short flight season. 
On a more personal note, whilst I was not aware that Purple Emperor and Brown Hairstreak had particularly good 
seasons, I did manage reasonable success with close encounters of both these elusive species. It just goes to 
show that even in a generally poor season, persistence, patience and a slice of good luck can still produce a few 
memorable moments on which to reflect for years to come. 

         
The Wet Summer Has Degraded The Quality Of Hampshir e's Adonis Blue Sites, However The Little Duke 

Of Burgundy Fared Better As An Early Spring Species  
  
I shall be following up this blog within the next couple of weeks with a short article on the effects of climate 
change from a slightly different perspective. 
 
3 October 2008 - Third Brood Wall Brown Very Scarce  But Also Some Good News  
  
It has been my intention that the destination for my final butterfly outing of 2008 would be the Lymington-
Keyhaven nature reserve in SW Hampshire, in the hope of seeing third brood Wall Brown. Having made the 
choice that sunshine, albeit with a cold northerly wind, was better than the very unsettled but slightly warmer 
weather forecast for the weekend, I visited the reserve this afternoon. Sadly no Wall Browns today and indeed 
third brood 'Walls' seem very scarce so far in S England. 
  
However, there has been some recent good news about this species, in that it survives, but only just, in SE 
Hampshire. A third brood male Wall Brown was seen on 29 September at Fort Gilkicker near Gosport - the first 
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sighting there for 2 years!  Nevertheless, it is not uncharacteristic for this species to reappear at a location, albeit 
in very small numbers, after years of apparent absence. I say apparent, because we don't really know if this is 
because adults were actually present during those years but simply not recorded, or if the immature stages have 
the ability to override their normal body clock and remain dormant for long periods (even years). It is known that 
some alpine butterfly species, for instance, have a life cycle of two years, from eggs though to adult emergence. 
  
So, as the curtain comes down on another butterfly season (and overall one has to say a rather poor one at that), 
the number of postings here will reduce as butterfly outings are put on hold until next Spring - apart from maybe 
the odd local walk. Over the next month or so I will be setting down a few of my thoughts on the season as well as 
adding an end of season gallery containing a few photos which didn't make it first time round - and I'll be doing a 
bit of housekeeping on the site. As usual updates will be notified on the "What's New" page 
  
27 September 2008 - Influx Of Small Tortoiseshells?  
  
Walks for me at present are constrained to being short and slow due to an ankle sprain, so my (probable) last 
butterfly outing of the season will have to wait a week or two. So I took the opportunity to browse a few butterfly 
websites instead. A couple of articles on the Butterfly Conservation website took my eye in particular, the first 
relating to a possible resurgence of Small Tortoiseshells, probably due to an influx from the continent along the 
east coast during early September, from whence they have spread to other central and southern parts. The 
increase in numbers may still be local and sporadic, since Hampshire does not seem to have prospered hugely, 
but numbers are up on last season and in some neighbouring counties there are even some reports of sightings 
in double figures! This species badly needs and deserves a boost, having suffered terribly in southern England 
over recent years, probably due to parasites. The key question will be if this influx from the continent can 
successfully hibernate and awaken next spring to mate and breed. 
  
The second 'article' I have to admit to having seen before - well not actually an article but a short film called 
'Saving Dartmoor's Crown Jewels'. It tells the story of the High Brown Fritillary on Dartmoor and the efforts being 
made to save it. The film, in the form of a mini-documentary, has been excellently crafted and, for those who have 
not yet seen it, is well worth watching.  
 
21 September 2008 - Summer Ends In Glorious Sunshin e With Butterflies Making The 
Most Of It  
  
It's the autumn equinox tomorrow which means today is officially the last day of summer. It seems like we have 
had to wait until the last few days of summer for a decent fine spell, having previously been rationed to the odd 
reasonable day here and there. The butterflies were certainly making the most of the belated good weather, and 
judging by my short walk on Portsdown Hill this afternoon, Large Whites are thriving, easily outnumbering other 
species. Along with at least 20 Large Whites, several Commas, Red Admirals, Brimstones and Small Whites were 
enjoying the sunshine and intent on feeding on whatever nectar sources they could find, including the now 
brownish pink heads of hemp agrimony. In less good condition (well let's be honest and say rather faded!) were a 
few Meadow Browns, a couple of Common Blues and a single Brown Argus. Species notable by their absence 
were Clouded Yellow, Painted Lady and Small Tortoiseshell, although I notice from other websites that the Small 
Tortoiseshell is faring a little better this year with some reports of multiple sightings!  Although not seen on 
Portsdown today, I also saw several third brood Small Coppers during a brief stop at Pennington (near 
Lymington) on Friday. 
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4 photos of Comma, Brimstone, Brown Argus and Small Copper posted to Recent Photos Gallery. 
  
12 September 2008 - Season Fading But Brown Hairstr eak Can Still Be Found!  
  
The thundery showers were already starting to roll in at Noar Hill when I arrived there mid afternoon, which made 
for a disappointing set of sightings, amounting to a dozen fresh Speckled Woods, 1 Peacock, 5 Meadow Browns, 
3 female Common Blues, 1 Brown Argus and 2 Large Whites. Overall the reserve has that end of season feel, 
with the vibrant colours of summer giving way to the more subdued colours of autumn - flower heads fading, 
leaves turning brown and berries ripening. However, I was cheered on learning of 4 Brown Hairstreak sightings 
from another observer who had been there since late morning when the weather was better. The location was an 
ash tree on the rim of the large chalk pit just north from the visitor board - so clearly a place to bear in mind for 
next season. A few weeks ago this area was fenced off for grazing, whereas now the fenced area is along the 
east side of the reserve, including 'the triangle'.  All the hairstreaks were rather faded, making sexing difficult, but 
at least it shows they are surviving the continuing unsettled weather conditions. 
  
30 August 2008 - Return Visit To Shipton Bellinger Provides Defining Moment...Read 
On!  
  
I had not been planning to return to Shipton Bellinger again this season, however today was one of very few really 
good weather days we have enjoyed this month in Hampshire and I succumbed to the chance of seeing Brown 
Hairstreak again. I am really pleased I did since the visit provided one of the defining moments of what has 
been a rather disappointing butterfly season overall. 
  
So how about this for a defining moment - not only did I witness at close quarters a female Brown Hairstreak 
ovipositing on blackthorn, but I managed to capture the event on a camcorder! I first spotted her flitting around 
bramble foliage towards the top of the subsidiary track running west from the village (just before it rejoins the main 
track). Since she was in less than pristine condition and seemed quite active for good still photos, I decided to go 
for some camcorder footage instead. No sooner had I recorded the first sequence of her sitting with open wings 
on a bramble leaf, when she flitted down to start crawling the young blackthorn close to the track, clearly 
searching for egg-laying opportunities. I kept the camcorder rolling and to my delight on viewing the footage later, 
the laying of at least one egg is clearly visible with one more probable and possibly others  whilst obscured by 
foliage.  
  
After two or three minutes in her presence, she flew over the hedge and up into the trees along the main track, 
eventually settling high in a sycamore tree - the same one in which I saw a male last week. Further searching of 
the tracks and scrub area at the end of the main track produced no further hairstreak sightings however 1 
Chalkhill Blue and 1 Brown Argus were seen in the scrub as well as common species. Taken together with my 
sighting of an Adonis Blue yesterday, these sightings support that view that chalk downland species are in the 
vicinity bearing in mind the proximity of Salisbury Plain. 
  
Update - 5 September 2008:  I have now created a short video of the Brown Hairstreak which can be accessed 
via the Video Archive page. Having carefully viewed the original footage at leisure, I can no longer be sure an egg 
or eggs are laid due to the presence of debris caught on a spider's web. Nevertheless, clear egg laying behaviour 
can be seen at 47 secs and also 50 secs into the video as the abdomen is lowered briefly into contact with the 
blackthorn stem.  So, I still feel privileged to have witnessed this behaviuor at close quarters. 
  
29 August 2008 - Shipton Bellinger Delivers Brown E nigma...And Another Surprise ! 
  
I made a return visit to Shipton Bellinger this afternoon - and under completely overcast conditions I expected it to 
be little more than a reconnaissance opportunity at one of Hampshire's two Brown Hairstreak sites. However in 
the warm, calm, cloudy conditions I was encouraged to see common butterflies (Meadow Browns, Speckled 
Woods, Whites and Brimstones) quite active and numerous as I progressed along the main track heading west 
from the village. I was even more encouraged to see male Brown Hairstreak activity high in the ash trees (2 seen) 
giving me hope that this could be more than just a site examination. 
  
Indeed it proved, as I explored the blackthorn hedge and scrub beyond the end of the main track, a female Brown 
Hairstreak was spotted crawling a blackthorn bush. She soon made a short flight to rest with open wings on 
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bramble foliage, before taking off again - this time in my direction, narrowly missing me! As I spun round to follow 
- yes - the enigma had vanished into thin air! I suspect she was still in the area but a thorough search failed to re-
locate her. 
  
On this occasion I did notice the solitary ash tree at the end of the main track, just a few yards from the sighting 
location, confirming that this area as well as the main and subsidiary parallel tracks west from the village with 
thick hedgerow between, all provide suitable Brown Hairstreak habitat. These locations provide abundant 
blackthorn hedgerow or scrub, a decent nectar supply (mainly brambles) and of course a few favoured ash trees. 
  

 
  
As if that was not enough for a good afternoon's work, a return down the aforementioned subsidiary track back to 
the village produced a major surprise. I had noticed several Common Blues in the blackthorn scrub at the end of 
the main track, so when another blue butterfly was seen along here, first instinct was a Common Blue. However 
its bright colouring told another story and indeed a closer look confirmed it was an Adonis Blue. As a downland 
species, it would be interesting to know if there is a colony of Adonis Blue in the area (bearing in mind the 
proximity to Salisbury Plain) from which this one may have strayed. 
  
So, a much better outcome than I had expected, and who cares about reconnaissance anyway when the real 
McCoy is on offer! 4 photos of Adonis Blue and Brown Hairstreak posted to Recent Photos Gallery. 
  
24 August 2008 - Electric Blue & Silver Add A Littl e Sparkle To Fading Season.  
  
Each time I visit Hampshire butterfly sites at this time of year in late August, the reality that it may be for the last 
time this season begins to dawn. I am not about to confirm that will be the case for Old Winchester Hill, which I 
visited yesterday afternoon, however the impression that many of the species on the wing are now looking 
decidedly tired (particularly the Browns and Chalkhill Blues) with numbers beginning to dwindle creates that end 
of season feeling. 
   

 
 

It's not the case with all species however - Silver-spotted Skipper numbers at the bottom of the car-park slope 
have significantly increased since my last visit - around 15 seen today including some fresh ones and there were 
a few glimpses of electric blue from a doubling of Adonis Blue numbers - well it sounds impressive anyway even 
though it was actually an increase from just one individual last visit to two yesterday! I was also pleased to see 
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that Small Heaths were bucking the trend of the other grassland Browns with several fresh ones also seen 
yesterday. 
  
4 photos (Adonis Blue (2), Silver-spotted Skipper and Small Heath) posted to Recent Photos Gallery. 
  
(PS for those who haven't noticed from other butterfly websites, "The One Show" (BBC1) is running a mini-series 
this week (4-5 minutes) on several of our butterfly species, starting on Bank Holiday Monday with the Large Blue 
and finishing on Friday with "The Emperors Breakfast". The programme starts at 7.30pm on Monday, 7pm other 
evenings and should be good viewing!) 
  
22 August 2008 - Brown Hairstreak Keeping Their Dis tance At Shipton Bellinger.  
  
Having had limited success with Brown Hairstreak at Noar Hill this year (and I'm not the only one!) I ventured 
further afield to Shipton Bellinger this afternoon, and the only other known colony of this elusive species in the 
county. The location is just to the west of the village, comprising unintensively grazed arable land with scrub and 
wooded areas, criss-crossed by tracks with thick hedgerows. 
  
I concentrated on the lane going due west from the village, focussing particularly on the few ash trees dotted 
along its length connected by thick hedgerow with plentiful blackthorn. A total of 7 Brown Hairstreaks were seen, 
mainly sitting on leaves but occasionally flitting amongst the boughs well above head height (and mostly above 
20ft). Most were faded males but one seemed brighter and could have been a female or a fresher male. In one of 
the ash trees there were at least 3 Brown Hairstreaks with two seen in flight simultaneously - the first time I have 
seen this. Furthermore one of the 7 was not in an ash tree but was seen briefly flitting close to the top of a mature 
sycamore tree also located along this lane, and in fact one of the tallest trees along there.  Sadly none came 
close enough for decent photos but I did get a few long range shots for the record - a faded male that perched 
around 20ft up, providing both closed and open wing views. 
  
The thick hedgerows and scrub areas with plentiful blackthorn at Shipton Bellinger provide the basis of an 
excellent Brown Hairstreak site and it is probably the scarcity of ash trees on which Brown Hairstreak spend much 
of their time - feeding on sap and aphid honeydew, which prevents the site reaching its full potential. There is an 
area of excellent blackthorn scrub at the end of the lane (where there were good numbers of common blue), but 
sadly not an ash tree in sight!  
  
2 photos posted to recent photos gallery (but don't get too excited about the quality!) 
  
15 August 2008 - Silver Spotted Skipper & Adonis Fl ying At OWH But Disappointing 
Butterfly Numbers Overall.  
  
It seems at present we are rationed by the British Summer to about one day of reasonable weather per week. So 
it's perhaps not surprising that butterfly numbers this summer are disappointingly low - and that coming after an 
even worse summer last year. I visited both Noar Hill and Old Winchester Hill this afternoon, on the one good 
weather day this week! Numbers of butterflies on the wing at both sites was disappointingly low and very 
uncharacteristic for a fine mid-August afternoon. 
  
Looking on the bright side, I did see several Silver-spotted Skippers at Old Winchester Hill (compared to dozens I 
would have expected) and also a single male Adonis Blue (with a wonky wing). Both these species are at the 
northern limit of their range in Southern England and need flower rich chalk downland with short, well grazed 
sward to thrive - this summer the grass has been growing more vigorously  than normal, fuelled by the rain, hence 
creating less suitable, cooler conditions. The longer sward is not a problem for the Chalkhill Blues and Meadow 
Browns at Old Winchester Hill but even their numbers were well below normal levels. 
  
I am also quite concerned about the status of Brown Hairstreak at Noar Hill - I saw none during my early 
afternoon visit today and management work in the triangle certainly does not seem to be aimed towards this 
species - much of the young blackthorn in the triangle has been cut down during the winter and the very young re-
growth since then seems now to have been sprayed with herbicide! 
  
3 photos posted to Recent Photos Gallery. 
  



��������	�
�	�
���������	�������	������

                        Page 7 

10 August 2008 - Brown Hairstreak Hard To Find - Es pecially Females!  
  
I made a return visit to Noar Hill early this afternoon in conditions well short of ideal - mainly cloudy with the odd 
light shower and a blustery wind. Despite finding a male Brown Hairstreak nectaring on agrimony in the far chalk 
pit, it was clear from speaking to other observers that sightings this season are proving quite difficult. Perhaps the 
butterflies are spending almost all their time out of view in the tree tops, due to the prolonged spell of 
unsettled weather. The male seen today however, certainly seemed to be bucking this trend and spent about two 
hours in the same vicinity until mid afternoon, nectaring on agrimony or perched above head height in a nearby 
hazel tree, sometimes with part open wings. It was even unperturbed by a light shower, choosing to continue to 
feed throughout. 
  
Having first gathered a few photos, I spent most of my time searching other parts of the reserve with no further 
hairstreak successes, returning occasionally to the far chalk pit for an update on our male from other observers. 
Perhaps even more surprising, is that I am not aware (from the branch website or speaking to other people today) 
of any female Brown Hairstreaks being seen so far this season at Noar Hill. Let's hope that changes soon! 
  
2 photos posted to Recent Photos Gallery, including one of the hairstreak perched in the hazel tree. 
  
7 August 2008 - Scotch Argus In The Scottish Border s. 
  
I took the opportunity of a family visit to the North Of England to enhance the variety of my butterfly year by 
making an excursion to see Scotch Argus in the country after which it is named - Scotland. I didn't need to go very 
far over the border as there are several colonies around Selkirk in the Scottish Borders. My research paid off and 
my visit to the Lindean Resevoir, 2 miles east of Selkirk was successful. A circuit of this small lake (naturally 
referred to as a "loch" by the locals) produced about 30 Scotch Argus in the damp meadows around its edge. 
Males strongly outnumbered females, some showing wear but some quite fresh. By the time I got round to 
attempting photos, the sun had decided to hide behind some thick cloud which wasn't ideal, except that it did 
subdue the activity of these sun loving butterflies, which were then happy to settle in the long grass.  This gave 
me good opportunity to reflect on their attractive colouration, the deep reddish brown markings of the males in 
particular being a perfect complement to the very dark brown base colour. I was informed by a local that had I 
been there earlier in the morning, I would have seen a pair of otters by the side of the loch! 3 photos posted to 
Recent Photos Gallery. 
  

 
  
2 August 2008 - All Hampshire's Species Now Emerged  But Still Plenty Of Interest 
During August  
  
August tends to be regarded as the last of the main months of the butterfly season and whilst all resident 
Hampshire species have already emerged (with Brown Hairstreak and Silver-spotted Skipper bringing up the rear) 
there is still plenty of interest during this month and, perhaps a few surprises as well. The two species just 
mentioned are in the early days of their flight season and there should be second brood Adonis Blue (already 
seen at sites in Dorset and Sussex) appearing in the next week or two and perhaps a few 2nd brood Dingy 
Skippers. The summer broods of some of the commoner species should continue to build including Common 
Blue, Holly Blue, Small Copper, Brimstone, Peacock and Red Admiral and there is still opportunity to see some 
less common species such as Wall, Grayling and Brown Argus. 
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So far it has been a poor year generally for Nymphalids. Indeed it has been a very poor year for Painted Lady 
and, dare I say, a disastrous one for Small Tortoiseshell. Clouded Yellow sightings too have also been scarce up 
to now but hopefully will start to increase as mid summer turns to late summer. So it's worth looking out for all of 
these species during August. As for surprises - well who knows - but remember last year a couple of Dukes (Of 
Burgundy) made an early August appearance at Noar Hill and sporadic sightings of Large Tortoiseshells along 
the south coast are not so rare these days, perhaps as a consequence of global warming. 
  
As for me - well I am taking a few days break from butterfly outings but hope to be back in action again before the 
week is out. In the meantime I have posted a couple of additional photos taken during July with very much a 
purple theme - a further photo of the male Purple Emperor at Bentley Wood enjoying his meal and a chance 
meeting with a rather tired Purple Hairstreak sat on a leaf at Noar Hill. 
  
30 July 2008 - Small Brown Butterfly Stands Out Fro m The Crowd!  
  
I made a lunchtime visit to Noar Hill today. There were plenty of butterflies about making full use of the abundant 
nectar supply at this time of year -  the larger ones including Peacocks, Red Admirals, Silver-washed Fritillaries, 
Commas, Brimstones and Meadow Browns. On the bank at the far end of the reserve, I noticed one small brown 
butterfly which stood out from the crowd of larger butterflies feeding there - it was a Brown Hairstreak  feeding on 
hemp agrimony high up on the bank! Scrambling up the bank by the rudimentary steps, I managed to get within a 
few feet of it, taking a couple of long range snaps on the way, but as I was arriving "on station" it took off over a 
nearby ash tree. It was a fresh male, feeding itself up before the females start to emerge, hopefully within the next 
few days. Ah well, just means I'll have to make a return visit!  
  
There has been much management work going on at Noar Hill over the past months, clearing scrub and 
introducing a new grazing scheme. Work was even going on today and one area is still out of bounds, being 
grazed by cattle. The "triangle" which is usually a good place to observe Brown Hairstreak has been largely 
cleared of maturing blackthorn (so no doubt some Brown Hairstreak eggs lost) and it will be interesting to see 
what the impacts are both this year and in the future. Brown Hairstreak are never the easiest of species to 
observe, especially low down, and I think even more patience than usual will be required this year! 2 photos 
posted to Recent Photos Gallery. 
  

 
  
25 July 2008 - Summer Finally Arrives With 14 Speci es Recorded At Beacon  Hill  
  
A late afternoon visit to Beacon Hill (Warnford) in warm sunny spells, produced 14 species of butterfly, both along 
the path from the car park and on the steep chalk downland escarpment, the sheltered, nectar rich area at the 
bottom of the slope being particularly productive. I have to say that despite the good variety of species on show, 
butterfly numbers seem subdued compared to a few years ago (except for Meadow Brown!) but at last summer 
seems finally to have arrived in Hampshire with a prolonged generally fine spell of weather. The 14 species seen 
were as follows: Red Admiral, Comma, Peacock, Chalkhill Blue, Common Blue, Small Copper, Brown Argus, 
Small White, Green-veined White, Brimstone, Small Skipper, Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Small Heath. 
 
 4 photos (Peacock, Red Admiral, Brown Argus and Small Skipper) posted to Recent Photos Gallery. 
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23 July 2008 - Take Advantage Of Balmy Summer Eveni ngs For A Butterfly Stroll!  
  
Well, at last a prolonged spell of summery weather has arrived (about time too!) so why not take a stroll to see 
what butterflies are still on the wing in the early evening - even up to around 8pm? Mature woodlands with plenty 
of nectar sources along the rides and flower rich chalk downland are good places to see the species reluctant to 
'have an early night'. Many butterflies are of course beginning to settle down to roost or bask motionless with 
open wings, gathering the weakening sun's rays, but on warm evenings they can also be partial to some gentle 
flying practice. The Nymphalids (Red Admiral, Peacock, Comma and if you're are lucky Painted Lady and Small 
Tortoiseshell) are still quite active on sun-bathed balmy evenings, but the Browns and Skippers also need very 
little persuasion to take flight - and let's not forget the Purple Hairstreak - they  are probably most often observed 
flitting high in the oaks during late afternoon/early evening. 
  
As for me, I did manage a late afternoon stroll yesterday on a different area of Portsdown Hill amongst the flower 
rich area below Fort Southwick. I connected with Brown Argus (2 fresh ones), Common Blue (1) and Small Blue 
(2) as well as several immaculate Peacocks. Brown Argus are generally scarce on Portsdown and I don't manage 
to see them there every year, so this was particularly pleasing. 
  
Photos Of Brown Argus (as below) and Common Blue (underside) posted to Recent Photos Gallery. 
  

 
 

  
16 July 2008 - The Browns Rule At Noar Hill - But S till Room For Essex Skipper!  
  
A short visit to Noar Hill during late afternoon in mainly overcast conditions showed why members of "The 
Browns" have been so successful in UK - they are still able to utilise the indifferent weather of our British Summer, 
flying, feeding and courting in dull and even drizzly conditions. Marbled White, Ringlet, Meadow Brown were all 
present by the dozen and Gatekeeper numbers are building. By contrast, not a single Vanessid was seen, nor 
any true whites and very few skippers. I say very few skippers - but I decided to grab a photo of one which landed 
closeby and was pleased to find when I examined the shot later, that it was actually an Essex Skipper. Note the 
dark antenna tips and the male scent mark which is parallel to the front edge of the forewing (whereas on the 
small skipper it is slightly slanted towards the body). 
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Finally, having raised already the topic of the weather (and not for the first time recently), it seems that decent 
summer weather is once again being heavily rationed - and whilst we cannot complain too much compared to last 
year's incessant rain, another poor summer is likely to further weaken many of our butterfly populations. Let's 
hope things improve soon! 
  
3 Photos of Gatekeeper, Marbled White and Essex Skipper posted to Recent Photos Gallery 
  
16 July 2008 - Summer Brood Small Blues On The Wing  - A Mating Pair Too!  
  
A trio of brief visits to Portsdown Hill was completed today, and perhaps the best waited till last with the 
"discovery" of summer brood Small Blue on the wing in the scrub at the foot of the Paulsgrove quarry face. 6 
Small Blue were seen (surprisingly some already showing wear) including a mating pair. The happy couple were 
only spotted after a single male landed just a few inches away from them! Soon afterwards however, they took off 
in tandem to fly a few yards, dropping less than gracefully into the grass and proceeding to then clamber up a 
grass stem. 
  
It's clear that one of my tasks during the closed season will be to review the butterfly flight period chart since 
second brood Small Blue would normally be expected to peak in early August! 2 photos of mating pair posted to 
Recent Photos Gallery. 
  

 
  

15 July 2008 - Quick Visit To Portsdown Shows Summe r Butterfly Numbers Building  
  
I made a brief return visit to the central section of Portsdown Hill yesterday and was pleasantly surprised by the 
number of butterflies on the wing there, despite quite blustery conditions. Chalkhill Blue numbers were well up on 
my visit last week (around 30 seen), with clusters of them being found in the more flower rich and sheltered areas. 
On two or three occasions several would fly up in a sort of mini-cloud as one walked. Marbled White, Large White, 
Small White, Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Red Admiral and Small Skipper completed the lunchtime compliment. 
2 photos of male Chalkhill Blue posted to recent photos gallery. 
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11 July 2008 - White-Letters, Dark Greens, Grayling  & Chalkhills Seen Today, Despite 
Poor Weather  
  
I managed to record a very good spectrum of species this afternoon during short visits to Stockbridge Down and 
Browndown South, including several of our less common species, despite typically 90% cloud cover and some 
rain showers. In a way, it was refreshing to see how butterflies cope in less than ideal weather, still managing to 
make the best of brief sunny intervals and dry periods between showers. 
  
First stop was the eastern end of Stockbridge Down. Amongst the flowery scrub, Marbled Whites were very 
conspicuous, but also seen were several fresh Commas, Meadow Browns, Ringlets, Green-veined Whites and 
Small Whites. There was also a male Chalkhill Blue in this area (perhaps a stray from the colony on the main area 
of downland) and I even disturbed a somewhat faded Dark Green Fritillary from its resting place. The main 
objective of this stop was however, the colony of White-letter Hairstreak. I waited patiently beneath the elms 
under overcast skies, initially with no evidence of tree-top activity. Then, when the sun eventually emerged and 
the breeze dropped, several White-letter Hairstreaks were seen high up, making short, jerking flights, within their 
favoured elm or in one case between trees, but never landing in view.  
  
The next and final stop was Browndown South near Lee-on-the-Solent. I would have expected Grayling to be on 
the wing there by now and had already been tipped off that the first one was seen in early July. Sure enough, 
soon after reaching the area in front of the firing range wall, I disturbed my first Grayling of the season followed by 
a further 7. A Small Heath and a Small Copper seen in the same area brought the number of species seen during 
two short stops in poor conditions for mid-July, to a respectable dozen. 2 Grayling photos posted to Recent 
Photos Gallery. 
  

 
  
10 July 2008 - Chalkhills & Gatekeepers Emerging On  Portsdown  
  
I took a lunchtime walk on the central section of Portsdown Hill today in just about passable conditions - well at 
least it wasn't raining but it was quite dull with a stiff breeze. Nevertheless a few male Chalkhill Blues were 
disturbed from their roosts but sought to resettle quickly amongst the scrub - and I also saw my first Gatekeeper 
of the season. The lower slopes of the hill are carpeted with wild flowers at present - scabious, ragwort, clover 
and lots of kidney vetch (so it will be interesting in late July to see if any Small Blue are there). Also seen were a 
few rather faded Marbled White and several Small Whites. A return visit in hopefully better conditions is already in 
my diary! Single Chalkhill Blue photo posted to Recent Photos Gallery. 
 
4 July 2008 - His Majesty's Appearance At Bentley P rovides Regal Reward!  
  
I met up with other butterfly enthusiasts this morning for a visit to Bentley Wood, with the main target being, of 
course, His or Her Majesty, the Purple Emperor.  Arriving soon after 8 am,  there were few butterflies about for the 
first couple of hours with the vegetation very wet after a heavy overnight dew and in rather cool and at times 
rather cloudy conditions. Even so, there were a couple of possible glimpses of Emperor activity high in the oaks 
around the car park and along the switchback, with two White Admirals and several Silver-washed Fritillaries also 
seen.  
  
As cloud gradually dispersed and temperatures increased by mid/late morning, our air of hopeful expectation 
turned into delight during the return leg along the switchback. An Emperor flew up from a pile of dung on the track 
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as we approached, initially settled on bracken, only to return to its meal a few moments later. It stayed in the 
vicinity for at least the next 45 minutes (when I had to leave for a non-butterfly related appointment), taking 
minerals from the track, feeding on the main dung pile or surrounding fragments or perching in a nearby hazel 
tree for a rest between courses! It also made several flights around its awe-struck observers during the period. 
  

 
  
At first it was thought to be a female as the purple sheen was not evident, however it became clear it was a male 
when the differing light conditions and angles began to produce glimpses of its full purple glory. 
  
A generous 6 photos posted to the Recent Photos Gallery as an appropriate regal offering for His Majesty's 
appearance! 
  
2 July 2008 - Two Day 'Expedition' To NW England  
  
A two day 'expedition' to NW England on 30 June/1July will go down as one of my season highlights, despite 
missing one of the target species - and yes I did go by public transport!  
  
Let's begin with the good news  - yesterday morning I visited Gait Barrows NNR in Lancashire - a key site for High 
Brown Fritillary in its only remaining stronghold area within in the UK - namely the limestone outcrops around 
Morecambe Bay. I saw at least a dozen High Brown Fritillaries by following the way-marked 'limestone trail' 
around the reserve. Most were very fresh and active with the best place being the part of the trail called 'open 
glades' which passes along the margins of the main limestone pavement area forming the centre of the reserve. 
The High Browns were putting on a great flying display as they skimmed to and fro around the scrub and bracken 
areas, pausing only briefly for nectar on or to bask on bracken. Another target species - Northern Brown Argus 
was also encountered in the open glades section of the trail, flitting in scrub alongside the path, although most 
were fading to some extent, bearing in mind their flight period probably started around mid June. 
  

 
  
So the very productive day yesterday followed a somewhat disappointing one a little further north on the previous 
day - I visited Fleetwith close to the Honister Pass in the Lake District, hoping to see Mountain Ringlet. A search 
of the tussocky grassland areas of Fleetwith accompanied by several other would-be Mountain Ringlet observers 
produced no sightings. To be honest, it was anyway a hopeless case due to the very strong winds and severe 
chill factor up on the shoulder of Fleetwith, despite some sunshine - had any Mountain Ringlet taken wing they 
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would have been blown away! Alas, my good memories of that day are largely confined to the magnificent 
scenery! 
  
3 photos of High Brown Fritillary and 1 of Northern Brown Argus posted to Recent Photos Gallery (earlier photos 
now transferred to Photo Archive under "2008 Early Summer" Gallery). 
  
Note: Whilst you need a permit to visit some parts of the Gait Barrows reserve or to use the reserve car park, you 
do not require a permit if you keep to the waymarked trails. 
 


